
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Be Alert 

Points to Consider 
1. Don’t be found sleeping 
2. Expect the Lord’s return 
3. Get ready for the Lord’s return 

Don’t be found Sleeping 
1 Thess 5:1-3  - In verse 2 Paul compares the coming of the Lord to a ______________________coming in the 
middle of the night.   

Matt 24:36-44   

Jesus points out that the ______________________do not know when the “end of the age” will come. That 
seems to be the question Jesus is answering in this section. 
The Lord’s return will be like the day the rain started flooding the earth in Noah’s life. 

 When the Lord returns, most people will be doing what they do ______________________day like 
eating and drinking. 

 Some will have big plans like getting ______________________the day the Lord returns. 
 Most will be caught off guard like those who are robbed in the middle of the night. 
 The Son of Man is coming at an hour people do ______________________expect. 

 
2 Peter 3:1-13   

Satan wants us to forget that the world is going to be burned up and ungodly men 
______________________or destroyed. 
Satan wants us to forget that God is ______________________on our timetable.  
Satan wants us to start ______________________if the Lord is coming back at all. 
 

Expect the Lord’s return 
1 Thes 5:4-7 - The Day of the Lord will not overtake us because we will be ______________________it. 
The only way to be expecting when it happens is to ______________________be expecting it. 
 
2 Peter 3:10-13  - We are to be looking for and ______________________the coming of the day of God. 
As Christians we look forward to the day God ______________________His promise and sends Jesus back to 
get us. 
  
Phil 3:20-21; 1 Cor 1:4-9  - We should be ______________________waiting for the coming of the Lord. 
 
Titus 2:11-15  - We should be looking for the blessed hope and ______________________appearing of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Jude 20-21 - We are to wait ______________________for the mercy of Christ that leads to eternal life. 



 

Get ready for the Lord’s return 
 
1 Thess 5:8  

Sober – the literal meaning is to abstain from wine. In verse 7 he wrote that “those who get drunk are drunk at 
night.”   In a figurative way the word means to be to be morally alert, calm, or circumspect (Abbot and Smith).  
Thayer says it means to be “calm and collected in spirit.”   
 
This is not the same word that is used in 1 Tim 3 and Titus 1 in regard to elders.   
Those who anxiously await the return of Christ, ______________________quit their jobs and sell all their 
earthly possessions.  That would not be a sober thing to do. 
 
Putting on the breastplate of faith and love – faith and love protect our vital spiritual organs.  We talked a lot 
about the importance of love last week, so I want to focus on faith today. 
In Ephesians 6:16 Paul tells us to take up the ______________________of faith. 
By my count, the word faith is mentioned 24 times in Hebrews 11. (NKJV) 
Faith ______________________lives! 
 
The helmet of the ______________________of salvation – We can have confidence in our salvation because it 
is through our Lord Jesus ______________________. 
 
1 Peter 1:3-9  - We are kept by the power of ______________________through faith for salvation. 
 
2 Peter 3:14-18   
 
Since the Lord will come like a thief in the night, we should be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without 
spot and ______________________. 
We need to be ______________________that we don’t fall from our own steadfastness. 
We must ______________________in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

Points we Considered 
1. Don’t be found sleeping 
2. Expect the Lord’s return 
3. Get ready for the Lord’s return 

 
 
 


