
Almost, Not Quite and  
What Might-Have-Beens 
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 Old Testament Examples 
 
Gen 19:21-26  And he said to him, "See, I have favored you concerning this thing also, in that I will 
not overthrow this city for which you have spoken. 22 Hurry, escape there. For I cannot do 
anything until you arrive there." Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.  23 The sun had 
risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. 24 Then the Lord rained brimstone and fire on Sodom 
and Gomorrah, from the Lord out of the heavens. 25 So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all 
the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.  26 But his wife looked back behind him, 
and she became a pillar of salt. NKJV 
 
Lot's wife almost escaped the destruction of Sodom but she disobeyed the Lord and turned into a 
pillar of ___________________. 
 
Num 14:26-35  And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 27 "How long shall I bear with 
this evil congregation who complain against Me? I have heard the complaints which the children of 
Israel make against Me. 28 Say to them, 'As I live,' says the Lord, 'just as you have spoken in My 
hearing, so I will do to you: 29 The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall fall in 
this wilderness, all of you who were numbered, according to your entire number, from twenty years 
old and above. 30 Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun, you shall by 
no means enter the land which I swore I would make you dwell in. 31 But your little ones, whom 
you said would be victims, I will bring in, and they shall know the land which you have despised. 32 
But as for you, your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness. 33 And your sons shall be shepherds in 
the wilderness forty years, and bear the brunt of your infidelity, until your carcasses are consumed 
in the wilderness. 34 According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty 
days, for each day you shall bear your guilt one year, namely forty years, and you shall know My 
rejection. 35 I the Lord have spoken this. I will surely do so to all this evil congregation who are 
gathered together against Me. In this wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die.'"  
 
The children of Israel almost entered the Promised Land, but they rebelled against the Lord and 
___________________in the wilderness. 
 
Num 20:12  Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe Me, to hallow 
Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land 
which I have given them." NKJV 
 
Moses and Aaron were ___________________from entering the Promised Land because they did 
not believe God, and they did not hallow Him in the eyes of the children of Israel. 



Deut 3:23-28  "Then I pleaded with the Lord at that time, saying: 24 'O Lord God, You have begun 
to show Your servant Your greatness and Your mighty hand, for what god is there in heaven or on 
earth who can do anything like Your works and Your mighty deeds?  25 I pray, let me cross over 
and see the good land beyond the Jordan, those pleasant mountains, and Lebanon.' 26 "But the 
Lord was angry with me on your account, and would not listen to me. So the Lord said to me: 
'Enough of that! Speak no more to Me of this matter. 27 Go up to the top of Pisgah, and lift your 
eyes toward the west, the north, the south, and the east; behold it with your eyes, for you shall not 
cross over this Jordan. 28 But command Joshua, and encourage him and strengthen him; for he 
shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which you will see.'  
 
Deut 34:1-8  Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 
which is across from Jericho. And the Lord showed him all the land of Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all 
Naphtali and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea,  3 
the South, and the plain of the Valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4 Then the 
Lord said to him, "This is the land of which I swore to give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, 'I 
will give it to your descendants.' I have caused you to see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross 
over there." 5 So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the 
word of the Lord. 6 And He buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor; but no 
one knows his grave to this day. 7 Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died. His 
eyes were not dim nor his natural vigor diminished. NKJV 
 
Moses ___________________the Promised Land but was not able to enter it.   
 New Testament Examples 
 
Matt 19:16-22  Now behold, one came and said to Him, "Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do 
that I may have eternal life?" 17 So He said to him,  "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but 
One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments." 18 He said to Him, 
"Which ones?" Jesus said, "'You shall not murder,' 'You shall not commit adultery,' 'You shall not 
steal,' 'You shall not bear false witness,'  19 'Honor your father and your mother,' and, 'You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.'"  20 The young man said to Him, "All these things I have kept from 
my youth. What do I still lack?" 21 Jesus said to him, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." 22 But 
when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.  
 
The rich ruler did ___________________of the things God wanted him to do.  However, he refused 
to do the one thing he lacked. 
 
Acts 26:19-23  "Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but 
declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and 
then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance. 21 For 
these reasons the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me.  22 Therefore, having obtained 
help from God, to this day I stand, witnessing both to small and great, saying no other things than 
those which the prophets and Moses said would come —  23 that the Christ would suffer, that He 
would be the first to rise from the dead, and would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the 
Gentiles." NKJV 
 
 



Acts 26:24-32  Now as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, "Paul, you are 
beside yourself! Much learning is driving you mad!" 25 But he said, "I am not mad, most noble 
Festus, but speak the words of truth and reason. 26 For the king, before whom I also speak freely, 
knows these things; for I am convinced that none of these things escapes his attention, since this 
thing was not done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you do 
believe." 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost persuade me to become a Christian." 29 And 
Paul said, "I would to God that not only you, but also all who hear me today, might become both 
almost and altogether such as I am, except for these chains." 30 When he had said these things, the 
king stood up, as well as the governor and Bernice and those who sat with them; 31 and when they 
had gone aside, they talked among themselves, saying, "This man is doing nothing deserving of 
death or chains." 32 Then Agrippa said to Festus, "This man might have been set free if he had not 
appealed to Caesar." NKJV 
 What About You? 
 
Luke 10:18-20  And He said to them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  19 Behold, I 
give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, 
and nothing shall by any means hurt you.  20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are 
subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven." NKJV 
 
Rev 3:4-5  You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they 
shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.  5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white 
garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before 
My Father and before His angels. NKJV 
 
Is your name almost ___________________in the Book of Life? 
Is Jesus going to confess your name before His Father? 
 
1 John 3:1-3  Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, 
now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that 
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has 
this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. NKJV 
 
Are you almost a child of God? 
It will be ___________________if we almost get to see Him as He is. 
 
2 Tim 4:7-8  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, 
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to 
me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. NKJV 
 
James 1:12-13  Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will 
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. NKJV 
 
1 Cor 9:24-27  Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? 
Run in such a way that you may obtain it.  25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate 
in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.  26 
Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I 



discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should 
become disqualified.  NKJV 
 
Don't become ___________________and miss out on the crown of life the Lord has promised to 
those that love Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Do not look at this outline until instructed 

to do so! 


