
"DIG YOUR WELL
BEFORE YOU GET THIRSTY"
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ā

blus, a major city under Palestinian Authority in 

the West Bank and, with a population of over 100,000, is one of the largest Palestinian popula-

tion centers in the Middle East (Shechem is sometimes used as its name in English).  Jacob, on 

his return from Mesopotamia, bought a plot of land from Hamor for "a hundred pieces of sil-

ver" (Genesis 33:19), on which he pitched his tent and dug a 35 meter deep well for himself, his 

children and his flocks. Since that time, the well has been known as Jacob's well. Tradition 

states that it was at this well that Jesus met the Samaritan woman and asked her for water to 

drink— the well has been an object of pilgrimage since then. The city lies 63 km north of Jerusa-

lem, between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim.  Ancient Shechem is located in the eastern part 

of the modern city, in a site known as Tal Balatah.  An ancient city with a rich history. 

Jacob’s Well 


John 4:5-15
By: Darren E. Mays
INTRODUCTION

Water is so important to us individually, our communities and our nation.  As the most common substance on earth, water has made and destroyed civilizations. The first great civilizations arose in the valleys of great rivers -- the Nile Valley of Egypt, the Indus Valley of India and the Tigris-Euphrates Valley of Mesopotamia.  Despite its glory, the Sumerian civilization of Mesopotamia perished due to improper management of its water supply.  We forget its importance until we have a serious drought or shortage!  Then it is too late….  On a more individual note, we often fail to drink enough water ourselves.
I have called the ambulance for several heat-stressed employees in my years of managing industrial safety—each these incidents could have been avoided if the employees had properly hydrated themselves before, during and after the activities they performed.  Heat Stress can lead to serious brain damage and death if allowed to progress to heat stroke.      
1. One report in the Associated Press says that “You can lose up to 3 percent of your body weight before you feel thirsty.  As a result, some people go through the summer in a continuous state of dehydration. They believe they've lost weight, when in reality, their fluid levels are just low. Thirst is a poor guide to how much water you need: drink only when you're thirsty and you may "underdrink" by 30 percent.´ Copyright © 2006 24 Hour Fitness USA, Inc.

2. On some of the hiking trails in Yosemite California, we saw signs reminding us that we should carry our water with us because there would be no drinkable water on the trail from that point forward.  Although we always carried water, we never seemed to carry enough for the long hike back.  During and after significant physical exertion, you begin to realize the importance of water when you can’t just walk over to the tap or the refrigerator and grab another glass.
3. The title of our lesson further illustrates our need for hydration in a spiritual context… ”DIG YOUR WELL BEFORE YOU GET THIRSTY” 
a. We cannot wait until we feel thirsty to begin digging our well.  It is critical that we drink of spiritual water from God’s Word before we become too thirsty.  If we wait until we have a disaster or serious illness in our lives to start digging our well, it may be too late to find the true source of spiritual water.  We may be tempted beyond our strength to withstand.  We must develop a thirst for God’s Word that keeps us learning and studying more and more.   Matt 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness.
b. In addition, if we wait too long to physically “dig our well” or spiritually begin studying the Bible, we may likely die of thirst before we get the knowledge/water necessary for life.  Spiritual death is far worse than physical death—we may not give it as much attention.
c. We must prepare before the need arises.  By digging deep and drinking from God’s pure Word, we can prepare for spiritual battles before they can weaken our faith and affect our salvation.
d. We must also continue to drink from the well for proper nourishment daily lest we become dehydrated.  Spiritual water like physical water must be consumed daily to maintain health.
1. In this lesson, we will COMPARE OUR PHYSICAL NEED FOR WATER WITH OUR SPIRITUAL NEED for gOD’S WORD.
a. We must draw from the true source of spiritual water to survive.  

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  

Isaiah 12: 1-3 And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD, I will praise thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me.  Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.  Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. 

b. There are certainly times of increased spiritual "thirst" when our souls need the comfort of the scriptures and the opportunity to ask God to help us through prayer.

Heb 4:15-16  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.  


c. If we wait until such times of serious need to "dig our wells" so to speak, we may indeed be too late.  When our faith is tempted, if we are not spiritually hydrated, we may easily falter…When tempted, Christ answered consistently “It is Written” Matthew 4: 4-10.  What if you do not actually know “What is written”?  How can you answer temptation?

d. Christ applied the concept of physical versus spiritual thirst for water to the woman at the well in John 4:10-15, continuing our beginning text. 
John 4:10-15 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.  The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?  Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?  Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.  The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.
While visiting Israel, Rhonda and I had the opportunity of drinking from what is thought to be this very well.  The water was cold and tasted very good considering we had to drink from the same pewter cup that everyone else used—we took our chances…and survived.  They wouldn’t allow pictures but we could purchase the post cards in the entrance…I have printed some copies if you would like to see the well.  This is a very interesting place where many Biblical characters appeared through thousands of years of time. 

**  According to Gen. 12:6, Shechem is the place where God established his covenant with Abraham.  

**  Secondly, when the Israelites entered the land after the Exodus, Joshua gathered the tribes at Shechem to reiterate Moses’ Covenant. (Josh 24:1)

**  Thirdly, after Jacob returned from Paddan Aram, where he married Leah and Rachel and lived for 20 years, he settled near Mount Gerizim and bought a parcel of land from Hamor, Shechem’s father (Gen. 33:18-20).  

**  Fourthly, Jacob’s son Joseph was later buried at this place (Josh. 24:32).
  
**  Finally, the well where Jesus talked with the Samaritan woman in the passage we read is thought to be the same well which Jacob dug at this place near the village of Sychar on the main road from Jerusalem to Galilee.  This area is located in a valley between Mt. Gerizim and Mt. Ebal a few hundred yards from the ancient village of Shechem known as Nablus today.  As the result of recent explorations, Sychar has been identified with 'Askar , a small Samaritan town on the southern base of Ebal, about a mile to the north of Jacob's well.

2. Several things quickly come to mind in thinking about SPIRITUAL WELLS:
· A well must be dug deep enough to provide pure water.  In this day and age, many are not studying and digging enough into the scriptures to understand what God is telling us in His Word.  They desire smooth things rather than complicated…Milk of the word rather than meat.  To dig a little into the ground finding the first vein of water may indeed taste good for a short time only to have it dry up with the first dry spell or worse, it may be impure and cause illness.  

2 Peter 3:16  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

· Drinking from a surface stream may appear easy; however, impure water will certainly make us ill.  

Many of the beautiful streams we encountered in Yosemite were from cold snow melt; however, they contained a micro organism that would work havoc on us in about two weeks if we drank of the water.  We simply can’t overstate the importance of hearing all the council of God in its purity.  There is absolutely no substitute for the pure Word of God.  Shallow wells may appear to provide quick nourishment; however, they will not endure and will cause us spiritual sickness.

Many today ask for an easier version of the Bible to use or choose to believe what they feel in their heart rather than to study and obey God’s Word.  Impurities in our spiritual water will make us spiritually SICK!
Heb 5:11-14 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 
· We must make the effort to continually draw the water from the deep pure well.  We must apply our minds and our energies toward learning what God wants us to do.  When I lived in Corinth, MS, one of the Elders had a renovated old-style country home.  On his property near the house was a well with the coldest and best tasting water I can remember.  However, to get the water from the well, we had to release the bucket on a long rope and then turn and turn and turn the crank to raise it from the deep bottom…many today do not want to keep turning the crank to bring up the spiritual water from the Bible.  They rely on their preachers and television to tell them what they believe rather than studying it for themselves.  
John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.  

Matt 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

· The caretaker of the well must ensure the well is protected from contamination.  Pure water is essential to life!  Likewise, pure truth is essential to our salvation.

Acts 20:27-30 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.
1 Tim 4:15-16 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.  Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.   
· We must be aware that there are those in this world digging wells of their own devising, not after the Will of God.  All our effort can be vain if we dig in the wrong area where there is no pure water to be found!

2 Peter 2:17-19 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.  For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.  While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.  
Mark 7:7-9 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctines the commandments of men.  For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.  And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.
· We should share our water freely with others around us.  

Matt 5:14-16 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  

· Jacob’s well served many generations – so should our influence.

Deut 11:18-19 Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes.  And ye shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  

· When we become weary, we should drink deeply from the pure well water.  Christ did so in John 4:6.

Ps 42:1-2 As the deer panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.  My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?

Matt 11:28-30 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.   

· Regardless of how strong in the faith we think we are, we must continue to drink from God’s Word or we will surely fall.  

One of the tough foundry melt operators at the Conway South Carolina plant weighed about 300+ pounds and most of that was muscle.  Once or twice a day his job included reaching with a heavy metal rake across a vat of 80,000 pounds of molten metal to pull the slag from the top.  He was strong, accustomed to the work load and well knew the dangers; however, one day he failed to drink the necessary fluids and cool off between the tasks.  He fainted, fell onto the stairs and had to be rushed to the hospital for an IV. 

Likewise, we are all susceptible to the devil and his temptations if we do not continually feed from God’s Word and apply His truths daily.  In fact, my personal observations have shown that when those who we think are the strongest in the faith do stray away, it is very hard for them to come back …this is the case for some preachers who have gone into false teachings or adultery and many others who have fallen into temptations. 


1 Cor 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.

Col 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.
2 Peter 2:20-21 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.  For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.


· We must beware when we are out of our element and usual surroundings lest we fall away.  

A computer system office worker at one of my plants was unaccustomed to the hot plant environment dehydrated working a short job on the shop floor and spent a couple days in the hospital receiving fluids through an IV.  

Often when Christians are away from their home and home congregation, they don’t handle the temptations.  Many fail to “find a congregation” to continue worshiping God.  Many go off to college forgetting their basic training at home.  Many get busy with secular work and daily activities forgetting to visit the scriptures to recharge their spiritual batteries daily.  


1 Cor 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.  Paul understood that he must take care.


Ex 34:12  Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee:


· We must be aware when we are undergoing temptations and trials that our faith is also being tried.


1 Thess 3:4-5  For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know.  For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labor be in vain.

· Sometimes we allow our wells to fill back up with sand because we don’t tend to them by ongoing study and learning as necessary.  

If we fail to tend to our spiritual needs our well may fill with sand in that we will forget what we once knew (Remember that the Hebrew writer had to teach them again the first principles).  We slip so far as to have to start re-digging our wells and repent, changing our way of life to get back in contact with the saving water.  In Gen. 26:18 we read of a situation where the enemy had filled up the wells with sand and they had to re-dig them all over again.  Speaking of Isaac we read the following:  

Gen 26:15-19  For all the wells which his father's servants had digged in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with earth.  And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou art much mightier than we.  And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there.  And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for the philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham: and he called their names after the names by which his father had called them.  And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and found there a well of springing water.  

Fortunately, the second digging can be easier because you know the path and the solid rock has been previously cut. 

Unfortunately, we can harden our hearts if we aren’t careful and lose our sense of right and wrong.  When one becomes seriously dehydrated, they often lose their ability to think clearly.  Wandering too far from the path too long may result in the inability to return.  Don’t let the world fill in your wells with sand with their doctrines and secular activities.

3. Listen to some excuses America gives for not drinking enough water per findings in a survey of American adults conducted by Yankelovich Partners for the International Bottled Water Association.   
· Americans give a variety of reasons for not drinking enough water, with lack of time or being too busy cited most often (21 percent).

Mark 4:18-19  And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word,  And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 
 
· Other reasons include: Don't like the taste (13 percent),
2 Tim 4:3-4  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

Isa 30:10  Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:  
 
· Prefer other beverages (12 percent), 
Gal 1:6-7  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 


· Forgetting (10 percent), 
Rev 2:4-5 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.  Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

· Not feeling thirsty (8 percent), 
Rev 3:16-17 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:  


· Worry about the appearance of taking too many breaks (6 percent).   Some fear their desire for spiritual nourishment will be seen as strange.
Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
4. In Conclusion of this lesson, we understand that God has provided the living water, we simply have to dig our well to access it and obtain salvation:

· Christ offers the water of life:  
John 7:37-38  In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  

· Access to this water is ONLY obtained through obedience.
You must Hear, Believe, Repent, Confess and be Baptized to receive remission of your sins and enjoy the spiritual blessings of being IN CHRIST where all spiritual blessings abide.
Eph 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

· We have to keep drinking from God’s Word and applying it to our lives to remain faithful—even if we aren’t thirsty at the moment.  If we stop drinking from the well and fall away through sin, we must re-dig our well to again enjoy access to the living water...Have you fallen away and need to "re-dig your spiritual well"?
You simply can’t survive spiritually without drinking enough spiritual water!  
Rev 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.  Are you thirsty???
If you are subject to the Lord’s Invitation, come as we stand and sing…
Preached at Green Plains 7/9/2006, Sunny Slope 8/06, Mt. Olive 10/08/06, Sunrush Church of Christ 7/26/09. Ottawa 11/15/15, Lakeview Church of Christ 07/26/20.
Dig Your Well Before You Get Thirsty
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TEXT:  John 4:5-15

INTRODUCTION:

We cannot wait until we feel thirsty to begin digging our well.  It is critical that we drink water (Physically & Spiritually) before we become too thirsty.  If we wait until we have a disaster or serious illness in our lives to start digging our well, it may be too late to find the true source of spiritual water.  

DISCUSSION:   

I. Physical & Spiritual need for Water and the Word of God

II. Thinking about Spiritual wells

III. Excuses for not drinking enough

IV.God has provided the water if we will dig the well

CONCLUSION:  You simply can’t survive without drinking enough spiritual water!  The trials will come and we must be fit!  Rev 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come.  And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.   
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