
Philippians 2:3-8 
Phil 2:1-2   

Paul appeals to the Philippians to fulfill his joy by being ___________________. 
He then turns his attention to telling them ___________________ to be united. 
 
Phil 2:3-4   

___________________ is to be done through selfish ambition or conceit. 
Selfish ambition - in the N. T. "a courting distinction, a desire to put ___________________ forward, a 
partisan and factious spirit which does not disdain low arts; partisanship, ___________________ " (Thayer's 
PC Study Bible) 
 
Phil 1:16  
 
It is very common for people to do to ___________________ things with selfish motives. 
Paul was aware that some preached Christ from selfish ambition.  He wasn’t worried about that as much as 
he was worried that the Philippian saints were motivated from selfish ambition. 
According to Gal 5:20 selfish ambition is a work of the ___________________. 
  
Matt 6:1-4   
 
We are not to do our ___________________ acts to be seen by men.   
We are not to pray to be seen by men. 
We are not to ___________________ to be seen by men. 
You don’t study your Bible to get an ___________________ over someone. Remember, knowledge puffs up 
(1 Cor 8:1). 
 
Conceit - vain-glory, groundless self-esteem, ___________________ pride. (from Thayer's Greek Lexicon, PC Study 
Bible) 
 
Gal 5:22-26  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 
gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become 
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. NKJV 
 
Those who walk according to the Spirit are not ___________________; they do not provoke others, nor do 
they envy others. 
 
“The idea seems to be that of mere self-esteem; a mere desire to honor ourselves, to attract attention, to 
win praise, to make ourselves uppermost, or foremost, or the main object.” (Barnes – Biblesoft) 
 
Those motivated by conceit often want to be the ___________________ of attention. 
Paul tells us that instead of being filled with selfish ambition and conceit, ___________________ of us 
should have a lowly ___________________ and esteem others better than ourselves. 
 



Lowliness of mind - "the having a humble opinion of oneself; a deep sense of one's (moral) 
___________________; modesty, humility, lowliness of mind" (from Thayer's Greek Lexicon, PC Study 
Bible)  
 
Rom 12:3-13  
 
Paul warned every Christian in Rome not to have an ___________________ view of himself. 
In ___________________, we are to give preference to one another. 
The word honor comes from a word meaning “to ___________________”.  It’s the value that we place on 
other people that makes it easier to prefer others over self. 
Giving preference means to lead the way for another.   
 
John 3:27-31; Est 6:6-9   
 
Gen 13:8-9  So Abram said to Lot, "Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my 
herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from 
me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left."  
 
Abraham knew that the best way to handle strife was to show ___________________ to Lot by letting him 
choose where he wanted to live. 
 
Esteem others better than yourself 
 
1 Peter 5:5-7  Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to 
one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble." 6 
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all 
your care upon Him, for He cares for you. NKJV 
 
All of us are to be submissive to one another. 
 
Look out for everyone’s interest 
 
This passage is not telling us that our interests don’t matter.  It is ___________________ for us to look out 
for our own interests. 
When some follow the principles in this passage while others don’t, bitterness and resentment are often 
the result. 
Unity can only be achieved if ___________________ one of us looks out for our own interest and the 
interest of others. (2:3,4) 
Who are the others he is talking about?  He is talking about ___________________ Christians.  
 
Phil 2:5   
Our minds will be united with each other, if all of our minds are united with Christ. 
Christ is our example! 
 
Eph 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and 
given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. NKJV 
 
Christ is our example of ___________________.  He gave Himself for us. 
 
Col 3:12-17   



 
Christ is our example of forgiveness. 
 
Eph 5:25-30 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that 
He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to 
Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and 
without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife 
loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the 
church. NKJV 
 
Christ is the example for a man on how he is to love His wife. 
 
1 Peter 2:20-25   
 
Christ is our example of ___________________. 
 
Phil 2:6  …who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,… NKJV 
 
Phil 2:6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped. NASU 
 
Jesus was, is, and always was ___________________. 
 
John 1:1-5  
 
Jesus was in the beginning with God, and He was God. 
Jesus did not consider equality with God something to be ___________________ on to. 
 
John 17:1-5  
 
Jesus asked God to restore to Him the ___________________ He had before He created the earth.   
Jesus gave up the worship of the heavenly hosts. 
Jesus gave up living with His ___________________. 
 
Phil 2:7-8 …but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness 
of men. NKJV 
 
Jesus made Himself of ___________________ reputation. 
 
Luke 2:4-7  Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her 
to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him 
in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. NKJV 
 
The only begotten Son of God came to earth as an ___________________ son of a young lady perceived by 
others as a sinner. 
When Jesus was born, his ___________________ couldn’t even get him a bed, let alone a room. 
 



Matt 13:54-57  When He had come to His own country, He taught them in their synagogue, so that they were 
astonished and said, "Where did this Man get this wisdom and these mighty works? 55 Is this not the 
carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? 56 And His 
sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this Man get all these things?" 57 So they were offended at 
Him. NKJV 
 
Jesus did not come to earth as the son of royalty.  He came to earth as the son of a ___________________. 
He made Himself of no reputation. 
 
2 Cor 8:8-9  I speak not by commandment, but I am testing the sincerity of your love by the diligence of others. 
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became 
poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.  
 
Jesus became ___________________ so we can be rich. 
 
Jesus came as a ___________________. 
 
John 13:2-16  
 
Jesus washed the ___________________ feet of his disciples. 
Jesus did not come to be served, but to serve. 
 
Phil 2:8  
 
Jesus came in the likeness of a man.  Jesus appeared in every way as an ___________________ man. 
Jesus got hungry.  Jesus got thirsty.  Jesus got tired. 
 
Isa 53:2  
 
Jesus didn’t have Saul’s height, David’s good looks, or Absalom’s hair.  
 
He humbled Himself. 
 
Heb 5:7-9  Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned 
obedience by the things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal 
salvation to all who obey Him NKJV 
 
Jesus ___________________ obedience by the things He suffered. 
 
Rom 5:18-19  Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, 
even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 19 For 
as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made 
righteous. NKJV 
 
Jesus’ obedience was ___________________  for us to be saved. 
 
 
 
 


