
Singing in the New Testament 
 Points to Consider 

1. When and Why Did People Sing? 
2. What and How Did They Sing? 
3. What About Today? 

 When and Why 
 
Matt 26:26-30  And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the 
disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is My body." 27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you.  28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins.  29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of 
the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom." 30 And 
when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. NKJV 
 
After establishing the Lord's Supper Jesus and the apostles sang a _________________ and went to 
the Mount of Olives. 
We don't know what hymn they sang.  We don't know why they sang this song at this moment.   
 
Acts 16:25-28  But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were 
loosed. 27 And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, 
supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. 28 But Paul called 
with a loud voice, saying, "Do yourself no harm, for we are all here." NKJV 
 
Paul and Silas sang hymns to God from _________________ at midnight. 
 
Col 3:16-17  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through Him. NKJV 
 
When we sing we are _________________ and _________________ one another. 
Admonishing means - to put in mind, i.e. (by implication) to caution or reprove gently. (Strong's) 
 
James 5:13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. 
NKJV 
 
Singing is something we _________________ do when we are happy. 
 
1 Cor 14:15-17  What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with 
the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding. 16 
Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed say 



"Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say? 17 For you indeed 
give thanks well, but the other is not edified. NKJV 
 
Singing is something that was done in the _________________. 
 What and How 
 
We've already noted that they sang hymns.  In Matt 26:30 "when they had sung a hymn" is all one 
word in Greek.  NT:5214  humneo (hoom-neh'-o); from NT:5215; to hymn, i.e. sing a religious ode; 
by implication, to celebrate (God) in song. (Strong's) 
 
A hymn was meant to celebrate God in song.  In Matt 26:30 they where hymning.   
During the Jewish celebration of the Passover they sang Ps 113-118.  They sang Ps 113-114 during 
the Passover and 115-118 after the Passover. 
 
Ps 118:21-29 I will praise You, For You have answered me, And have become my salvation. 22 The 
stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. 23 This was the Lord's doing; 
It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Save now, I pray, O Lord; O Lord, I pray, send now prosperity. 26 Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! We have blessed you from the house of the Lord. 27 God is the Lord, And He 
has given us light; Bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar. 28 You are my God, and I 
will praise You; You are my God, I will exalt You. 29 Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! 
For His mercy endures forever. NKJV 
 
Before they went to the Mount of Olives, where Jesus was betrayed by Judas, they sang a song that 
included a _________________ about Jesus.   
Those Psalms were meant to _________________ them of what God had done for them in the past, 
what He was doing for them and what He would do for them. 
 
Matt 21:42-43  Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: 'The stone which the 
builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the Lord's doing, And it is marvelous 
in our eyes'?  43 "Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a 
nation bearing the fruits of it. NKJV 
 
Jesus quoted this verse after He told the parable of the _________________ vinedressers. 
 
1 Peter 2:4-7  Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and 
precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is also contained 
in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on 
Him will by no means be put to shame." 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to 
those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief 
cornerstone,"  
 
Peter deals with Jesus being a cornerstone that was rejected and is still rejected by men. 
However, to those who believe, He is _________________. 
 



Eph 5:17-21  Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  18 And do 
not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 submitting to one another in the fear of God. NKJV 
 
Psalmos (psal-mos'); from NT:5567; a set piece of music, i.e. a sacred ode (accompanied with the 
voice, harp or other instrument; a "psalm"); collectively, the book of the Psalms: (Strong's) 
 
We already noted that Jesus and the apostles most likely sang Psalms 113-118. 
They also sang _________________ songs.   
They sang making melody in their _________________. 
 What About Today? 
 
The same:   We sing songs that celebrate God.  We call them songs of praise.  We sing songs that teach and admonish.  We sing in our assemblies.  We sing outside our assemblies.  We sing a cappella.  We realize the importance of making melody in our hearts. 
 
Differences or things we don't know  We use song books.  We use tools to help us with pitch.  We don't sing many songs that are directly from Scripture.  We sing four part harmony.  They sang in unison.  The majority of their singing was likely responsive in nature.  We sing very few songs that 

are responsive. 
 

 
 


