
The Story of Jesus – He Arose 
 Matt 28:9-10  And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, 
"Rejoice!" So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him. 10 Then Jesus said to 
them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see 
Me." NKJV 
 
Early on the first day of the week Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
when they were on their way to tell the apostles that the grave was empty and to give them 
the instructions from the angel. 
Mark tells us that Mary Magdalene was the first person Jesus appeared to after His 
resurrection.  Mary was the one Jesus cast seven demons out of. (Mark 16:9) 
 
Luke 24:9-12  Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and 
to all the rest. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 
women with them, who told these things to the apostles. 11 And their words seemed to them 
like idle tales, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and 
stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to 
himself at what had happened. NKJV 
 
When the women first went and told the apostles, the men did not believe them. 
John recorded that He and Peter both went to the tomb after being told by the women. 
 
John 20:11-18  But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped 
down and looked into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head 
and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 13 Then they said to her, 
"Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "Because they have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him." 14 Now when she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus 
said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" She, supposing Him 
to be the gardener, said to Him, "Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have 
laid Him, and I will take Him away." 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to 
Him, "Rabboni!" (which is to say, Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, "Do not cling to Me, for I 
have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, 'I am ascending 
to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.'" 18 Mary Magdalene came 
and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to 
her. NKJV 
 
Mary Magdalene reported a second time to the apostles concerning the Lord’s resurrection. 
 
Luke 24:13-35  Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called 
Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they talked together of all these 
things which had happened. 15 So it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus 
Himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were restrained, so that they did 
not know Him. 17 And He said to them, "What kind of conversation is this that you have 



with one another as you walk and are sad?" 18 Then the one whose name was Cleopas 
answered and said to Him, "Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not 
known the things which happened there in these days?" 19 And He said to them, "What 
things?" So they said to Him, "The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and 
our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. 21 But we were 
hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the 
third day since these things happened. 22 Yes, and certain women of our company, who 
arrived at the tomb early, astonished us. 23 When they did not find His body, they came 
saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. 24 And certain of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but Him 
they did not see." 25 Then He said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in 
all that the prophets have spoken!  26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and 
to enter into His glory?"  27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 28 Then they drew near to the 
village where they were going, and He indicated that He would have gone farther. 29 But 
they constrained Him, saying, "Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far 
spent." And He went in to stay with them. 30 Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with 
them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were 
opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight. 32 And they said to one 
another, "Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while 
He opened the Scriptures to us?" 33 So they rose up that very hour and returned to 
Jerusalem, and found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 
saying, "The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!" 35 And they told about the 
things that had happened on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking of 
bread.  
 
Jesus appeared to two men on the road to Emmaus.  One of those men was Cleopas. 
When they reported back to the apostles they were informed that Peter had also seen the 
Lord. 
Paul confirms the fact that Peter saw the Lord before the other apostles in 1 Corinthians 
15:5. 
 
Luke 24:36-49  Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and 
said to them, "Peace to you."  37 But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they 
had seen a spirit. 38 And He said to them, "Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise 
in your hearts?  39 Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for 
a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have." 40 When He had said this, He 
showed them His hands and His feet.  41 But while they still did not believe for joy, and 
marveled, He said to them, "Have you any food here?"  42 So they gave Him a piece of a 
broiled fish and some honeycomb.  43 And He took it and ate in their presence. 44 Then He 
said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms concerning Me."  45 And He opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was 



necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,  47 and that 
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem.  48 And you are witnesses of these things.  49 Behold, I send the Promise of 
My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power 
from on high."  
 
The apostles, minus Thomas, saw, interacted with, and was taught by the resurrected Lord. 
Jesus also opened their understanding, allowing them to be His witnesses to the world. 
 
John 20:26-31  After eight days again his disciples were inside, and Thomas was with them. 
Jesus came, the doors being locked, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace be to you." 
Then he said to Thomas, "Reach here your finger, and see my hands. Reach here your hand, 
and put it into my side. Don't be unbelieving, but believing." 28 Thomas answered him, "My 
Lord and my God!" 29 Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed. 
Blessed are those who have not seen, and have believed." 30 Therefore Jesus did many 
other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these 
are written, that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
you may have life in his name. 
 
Thomas was the last of the original eleven apostles to see Jesus. 
After seeing Jesus he said “My Lord and my God!” 
 
1 Cor 15:6-8 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the 
greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by 
James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born 
out of due time. NKJV 
 
Jesus was seen by over 500 brethren at one time.  Most of those were still alive when Paul 
wrote 1 Corinthians. 
Jesus also appeared to James. 
 
Acts 1:9-11  Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, 
and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked steadfastly toward 
heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, 11 who also said, 
"Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken 
up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven." 
NKJV 
 
The apostles saw him ascend into heaven. 
 
Acts 9:3-6  As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around 
him from heaven. 4 Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting Me?" 5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" Then the Lord said, "I 
am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads." 6 So he, 



trembling and astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" Then the Lord said to 
him, "Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." NKJV 
 
After Jesus had already ascended He appeared to Paul. 
 
The Change  
John 21:17-19  Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.  18 Most assuredly, I say to you, when 
you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, 
you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not 
wish."  19 This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had 
spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me." NKJV 
 
Jesus warned Peter that He would die in order to glorify God. 
 
Acts 5:26-32  Then the captain went with the officers and brought them without violence, 
for they feared the people, lest they should be stoned. 27 And when they had brought them, 
they set them before the council. And the high priest asked them, 28 saying, "Did we not 
strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with 
your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!" 29 But Peter and the other 
apostles answered and said: "We ought to obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our 
fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. 31 Him God has exalted 
to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 
sins. 32 And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God 
has given to those who obey Him." NKJV 
 
The apostles' unwavering belief in the resurrection and the ascension gave them courage to 
stand before those responsible for killing Jesus and be a witness for Jesus. 
 
Acts 12:1-4  Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some 
from the church. 2 Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 3 And because 
he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during 
the Days of Unleavened Bread. 4 So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and 
delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending to bring him before the 
people after Passover. NKJV 
 
James, John’s brother, was killed by Herod. 
Peter was arrested and would have been killed by Herod, but the Lord still had work for him 
to do. 
Tradition tells us that Peter was crucified upside down during Nero’s persecution of the 
Jews. 
 
2 Cor 11:23-29  Are they ministers of Christ? — I speak as a fool — I am more: in labors 
more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 24 
From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten 



with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been 
in the deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own 
countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness —  28 besides the other 
things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, 
and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation? NKJV 
 
Seeing the resurrected Lord allowed Paul to suffer as a preacher of the gospel. 
Tradition tells us that Paul was also crucified during Nero’s persecution. 
The apostles’ willingness to suffer and die as witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus is one of 
the many proofs we have to believe in Jesus’ bodily resurrection. 
 
Acts 5:34-42  Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of 
the law held in respect by all the people, and commanded them to put the apostles outside 
for a little while. 35 And he said to them: "Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you 
intend to do regarding these men. 36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be 
somebody. A number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all who 
obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing. 37 After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up 
in the days of the census, and drew away many people after him. He also perished, and all 
who obeyed him were dispersed. 38 And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let 
them alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; 39 but if it is of 
God, you cannot overthrow it — lest you even be found to fight against God." 40 And they 
agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they 
commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they 
departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for His name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease 
teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. NKJV 
 Gamaliel, Paul’s teacher, knew that if this were not from God that it would fade out on its 
own and Jesus of Nazareth would have been a very insignificant figure in Jewish history, let 
alone world history. 
 
Other Lessons  
Some say that the witnesses imagined seeing Jesus.  It was a vision and not real.  There are too many people to all have had the same vision, yet they all believed it 

was real. 
 Notice the things Jesus did to strike down this theory: 

o He ate with the people on at least three occasions. 
o He taught them. 
o He helped them catch fish. 
o He built a fire and cooked. 
o He showed Thomas His hands and his side. 



o He appeared to Paul who was among Jesus’ haters. 
 
John 20:29 Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are 
those who have not seen, and have believed 
 


