
     



Who is Jesus

The True Vine

Points to Consider

1. The True Vine

2. The Fruit-Bearing Branches

3. The Ever-Pruning Vinedresser

The True Vine

John 15:1-18  I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.  3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.  4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  5 "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.  6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.  7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  9 "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.  10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love. 11 "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.  12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.  14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.  15 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.  16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.  17 These things I command you, that you love one another. NKJV

Jesus said that He is the true vine.  The vine gives vital nutrients to the branches that enable them to bear fruit.

Jesus provides His word.  Verse 3 says His word cleanses us.

John 5:24-25  Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. 

John 5:38-40  But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you do not believe.  39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.  40 But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life. NKJV

The words of Jesus give us life.
Jesus provides the ability to bear fruit.  Jesus said in verse 5, "without me you can do nothing."

Jesus provides our desires.  Jesus said in verse 7, "you will ask what you desire, and it will be done for you."  

In verse 16 Jesus said, "Whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you."

Jesus provides love.  In verse 9 Jesus tells us that He loves us as the Father loves Him.  

Rom 8:35-39  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter."  37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. NKJV

There is no power on earth strong enough to separate us from Christ's love.

Jesus provides friendship.  In verse 13 Jesus demonstrated the magnitude of His love by dying for His friends.

The Fruit-bearing Branches

John 15:4  Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. NKJV

We must abide in Christ!  Christ doesn't force us to partake of the blessings He offers.  

The word "abide" simply means to dwell in or remain in.  It carries with it the idea of enduring.

John 15:7-8  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  NKJV

Christ's words must abide in us.

Col 3:14-17  But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. NKJV

Christ's words must dwell in us in all wisdom.

Ps 119:105-106  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  106 I have sworn and confirmed that I will keep Your righteous judgments. NKJV

Psalm 119 also tells us that God's word cleanses a young man, keeps us from sinning, gives us  hope and gives us life.

John 15:9-15  As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.  10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.  These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.  12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.  14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 

In order to bear fruit we must abide in Christ's love.

We remain in Christ's love by keeping His commandments.  Jesus kept God's commands.

There are no limits to our obedience.  We must do whatever God commands us!

If we do all these things, His joy will remain in us.

The Ever-Pruning Vinedresser

John 15:2  Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.... If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.

There are only two types of branches: those that bear fruit and those that don't.

The branches that do not bear fruit are cut off, allowed to wither, thrown into the fire and are burned.

Branches that don't bear fruit are more than just a waste; they are also a hindrance to the growth and fruit production of the other branches.

Bearing fruit is a prominent concept in Jesus' teaching.

Matt 7:17-20  Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.  19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 

Jesus said you will know false teachers by the fruit they bear.

Matt 13:22-23  Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.  23 But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty." 

If God's word is planted into good hearts, it will bear fruit.

God prunes the branches that bear fruit, that they may bear more fruit.

What is this pruning, and how does it work?

What stops us from bearing fruit? The cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches.

Matt 6:31-34  "Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. NKJV

The words Jesus spoke tell us to lay up treasures in heaven, not worry about the "cares of this world" and seek God's kingdom first.

Col 3:1-11  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 

When we set our minds on things above, God prunes the things out of our lives that prevent us from bearing fruit, like anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language, and lying.

Heb 4:12-13  For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 

The word discerns the thoughts and intents of our heart.

Phil 3:7-11  But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. NKJV

Paul was well pruned, and he bore much fruit!

Points We Considered

1. The True Vine

2. The Fruit-Bearing Branches

3. The Ever-Pruning Vinedresser


Abiding in Christ





Romans 3:24  being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus...





Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  





Romans 8:1-2  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. NKJV





Romans 8:39  nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 





1 Corinthians 1:2   To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: 





1 Corinthians 15:19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.  





1 Corinthians 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 





2 Corinthians 2:14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. NKJV





2 Corinthians 3:14 But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ. 





2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. NKJV





Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, NKJV





Ephesians 2:6  and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, NKJV





Ephesians 2:10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 





Ephesians 2:13  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 





Ephesians 4:32  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you. 





Philippians 3:14  I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 





1 Thessalonians 4:16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 





1 Timothy 1:14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 





2 Timothy 1:9  who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 





2 Timothy 2:1  You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 





2 Timothy 2:10  Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 





God's Word





Psalms 119:9  How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 





Psalms 119:11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You. 





Psalms 119:16  I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word. 





Psalms 119:17  Deal bountifully with Your servant, That I may live and keep Your word. 





Psalms 119:38  Establish Your word to Your servant, Who is devoted to fearing You. 





Psalms 119:42  So shall I have an answer for him who reproaches me, for I trust in Your word. 





Psalms 119:43 And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, For I have hoped in Your ordinances.  





Psalms 119:50 This is my comfort in my affliction, For Your word has given me life. 





Psalms 119:67  Before I was afflicted I went astray, But now I keep Your word. 





Psalms 119:74  Those who fear You will be glad when they see me, Because I have hoped in Your word. 





Psalms 119:89  Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven. NKJV





Psalms 119:101  I have restrained my feet from every evil way, That I may keep Your word. 





Psalms 119:114 You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in Your word. 





Psalms 119:140 Your word is very pure; Therefore Your servant loves it. 





Psalms 119:148  My eyes are awake through the night watches, That I may meditate on Your word. 





Psalms 119:160  The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever. 





Psalms 119:161  Princes persecute me without a cause, But my heart stands in awe of Your word. 





Psalms 119:172  My tongue shall speak of Your word, For all Your commandments are righteousness. 




















The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.
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Don't forget about our radio program.  The broadcast is every Sunday morning from 8:00-8:45 on the HUM.  The station can be found at 98.5 in Columbus and 98.3 in Seymour.











The Outline is Online





Don't forget that the outline is also available online.  Download a copy now.


 


Reading & Blog





The Bible reading this week is Eph 1-5 Go to the website and blog your thoughts concerning these chapters.
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Important Verses for Today's Lesson











































































































About Our Organization…
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